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The President’s Message

The 123rd year of the St. James Literary Society brings new
speakers and topics, while continuing our online presence. The Society has changed from what it once was.
For much of our history, we always met in person, but, at
this time technology has become an essential part in
how we meet, go to work and socialize. Now vaccines will
bring a return to normal, though frankly I don’t believe that
the last chapter of this story has been written yet.
I find it curious that while our events are virtual; anyone
anywhere can attend our meetings, our members still remain in a tight geographical area. Our old habits about
our sense of community are hard to change. We feel that
all of this is just temporary.
I hope our program for the 2021-2022 season will help
keep you feeling grounded and ever hopeful for a return
to normal (with a little bit of help from technology). This
program offers a variety of thought-provoking events designed to be both informative and entertaining. I look forward to it sparking your interest and seeing you at our
meetings.
Starting this year, in a further embrace of our modern
world, we are trying to reduce the number of program
books that we mail out. Please see the details on a different page.
Once again. All the best to you and your loved ones!
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Online Meetings and
Other Information
Once again, we will be holding most of our meetings online using Zoom for you either to watch live or to record
and watch at a more convenient time.
If you are not comfortable with the notion of participating
using Zoom, drop us a word at stjamesliterarysociety.com
and we will do our utmost to assist you.
Since all of the participants in our online meetings have
access to computers, this year we will not be sending you
hard copies of our program book. Instead, when the book
has been posted to our website we will let you know of its
availability. If, for some reason, you would feel better having the printed copy, drop a word to our website with your
address and postal code and it will be taken care of.
Also, the print version of our new program will be sent
by regular mail to those individuals who do not have
a computer. The books will be distributed to the usual
commercial establishments where we regularly place
them as well.

The Executive Committee:
President:
Kevin Journeaux
Vice-President:
Jeannine Lampron
Treasurer:
Laurence Steck
Director of Programs:
Samuel Browman
Members-at-large:
Margaret Wallace
John Neysmith
Avrom Podbere
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Season 2021-2022 Events:
2021
Professor Kimiz Dalkir
Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Fake News:
Can we fight fire with fire?
Tuesday, September 28, 7:30 PM, online

..................................................5

Jennifer Carruthers
Wine Tasting

Tuesday, October 12, 5:15 PM, online ......................................................6

Lecture to be announced at a later date
Tuesday, October 19, 7:30 PM, online ......................................................7

Professor Graham Carr
Lessons learned from the pandemic and
the future of higher education
Tuesday, November 2, 7:30 PM, online

....................................................8

Stefano Algieri
The Art of Bel Canto:
A Dramatic Approach to the Lyrical Art of Singing
Tuesday, November 16, 7:30 PM, online

..................................................9

2022
Keith Henderson
The Humility of True Science / UFOs
Tuesday, March 8, 7:30 PM, online

........................................................10

Professor Houman Behzadi
The Evolving Role of Academic Music Libraries
in the 21st Century
Tuesday, March 22, 7:30 PM, online

......................................................11

Memorial lecture
Monique Polak
Paying Tribute to the Late Sharon Browman
Tuesday, April 5, 7:30 PM, McGill Faculty Club ....................................12-13

Me Michael Worsoff
The Law is an Ass
Tuesday, April 19, 7:30 PM, online

........................................................14

Dr. Rhian M. Touyz
High Blood Pressure is a Killer:
Why you should know your numbers
Tuesday, May 3, 7:30 PM. St. Mary’s Hospital Centre – Auditorium

..........16-17
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PROFESSOR KIMIZ DALKIR is the Director of the School of Information Studies at
McGill University.
She is the author of Knowledge Management in Theory and Practice (MIT Press,
3rd Ed, 2017), which continues to have international impact on
knowledge
management, education and
practice. More recently,
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she co-edited Navigating Fake News, Alternative Facts and Misinformation in a
Post-Truth World.
Prior to joining McGill University, Dr. Dalkir
was a Research Scientist at the Government of Canada where she conducted research in intelligent
systems that could
model human expertise
and reasoning.

Professor Kimiz Dalkir

^oqfcf`f^i=fkqbiifdbk`b=E^fF==
^ka=c^hb=kbtpW==
`^k=tb=cfdeq=cfob=tfqe=cfob\=
Tuesday, September 28, 2021, 7:30 PM
online
While AI is being used to generate fake news and misinformation, which
is often done with malicious intent, AI can also be used to detect and, ideally, prevent fake news. As with any technological innovation, it can be
used for good or not so good objectives.
This talk will discuss some of the highly sophisticated ways in which AI
can create fake news (such as literally putting words into the mouths of
well-known people), as well as how we can fight fire with fire so people
are less vulnerable to these malicious tricks.
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Once a civil engineer, JENNIFER CARRUTHERS stumbled into the wine industry during her move from Canada to
California. She started out on the broker/
distributor side of
the business over
ten years ago,
co-founded a brokerage… always
passionate about
the lesser-known,
fantastic wineries
and their stories.
In 2019, she
launched her pass-

ion project Great Pour Decisions®, a
lifestyle and wine accessories brand, all
the while working towards creating her
ultimate dream business. Jennifer successfully launched
her dream, her
own business and
founded JC Select
Wines to bring her
favourite wines directly into the
hands of those in
search of the unknown gems out
there.

Jennifer Carruthers

tfkb=q^pqfkd=
Tuesday, October 12, 2021, 5:15 PM
online

Join our California-based sommelier Jennifer Carruthers as she speaks of
wine in a language we can all understand. She'll share answers to commonly asked questions, some tips to make purchasing wine less intimidating, perhaps provide some insight to your own palate and tastes and
answer your questions along the way.
She's selected a couple of moderately-priced gems from the SAQ that we
can enjoy during the discussion.

If you decide to participate in this event, please make your intentions known ASAP by sending
an email to stjamesliterarysociety.com. About two weeks before the event you will receive the
appropriate SAQ numbers for the selected wines.
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Tuesday, October 19, 2021, 7:30 PM
online

Info to be available at a later date
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PROFESSOR GRAHAM CARR is President
and Vice-Chancellor of Concordia University. Ranked as the country’s top university
under 50 years old by QS and Times
Higher Education, Concordia has two
Montreal campuses that
are home to more than
50,000 undergraduate
and graduate students
and 7,000 faculty and
staff.
His previous leadership
positions at Concordia
include Provost and VicePresident, Academic
Affairs; Vice-President,
Research and Graduate

Studies; and Dean of Graduate Studies.
Born in Quebec, Principal Carr earned his
PhD from the University of Maine and is a
Professor in the Department of History.
His research focuses on North American
cultural history, in particular cultural diplomacy and the Cold War.
Principal Carr has served on the boards of
numerous prestigious
institutions such as
Centraide, Leadership
Council for Digital Infrastructure and the
Canada-US Fulbright
Selection committee.

Professor Graham Carr

ibpplkp=ib^okba==
colj=qeb=m^kabjf`=^ka==
qeb=crqrob=lc=efdebo=bar`^qflk=
Tuesday, November 2, 2021, 7:30 PM
online
Concordia President Graham Carr will share how this Montreal anchor institution navigated the pandemic, the lessons it and other large institutions
learned from the experience and their implications for the future of higher
education teaching, research and operations.
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Internationally recognized as one of the
leading tenors of his generation, STEFANO
ALGIERI has sung in many of the world’s
major opera houses and with symphonies
in New York, Berlin, Vienna, Paris, Prague,
Amsterdam, Leipzig, Washington, D.C.,
Chicago, Toronto and Montreal.
Born and raised in New Jersey, he graduated Manhattan School of Music (M.Mus.,
B.Mus.). His Carnegie
Recital Hall debut took
place in 1975, his Avery
Fisher Hall debut at Lincoln Center in 1976 in
Refice’s Cecilia with Renata Scotto. At the invitation of Maestro James
Levine, Stefano Algieri
joined the Metropolitan
Opera in 1999.
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In 2003 Stefano Algieri was invited to join
the Faculty of McGill University’s Schulich
School of Music where he is a Voice Professor teaching the Art of Bel Canto to talented young singers from around the
world.
In 2012 Dr. Marcel A. Desautels, in whose
honor the Desautels Faculty of Management at McGill University is named,
instituted The Mariana
Paunova (the late wife
of the Professor) and
Stefano Algieri Scholarship in Voice at McGill
University’s Schulich
School of Music as a
tribute to his respect
and friendship to these
distinguished artists.

Stefano Algieri

qeb=^oq=lc=_bi=`^kqlW==
^=ao^j^qf`=^mmol^`e==
ql=qeb=ivof`^i=^oq=lc=pfkdfkd
Tuesday, November 16, 2021, 7:30 PM
online

This meeting will encompass a brief history of the Art of Bel Canto (Beautiful Singing) and an in-depth revelation of vocal technique and its relation
to the sung word. Professor Algieri will have one of his students present
to illustrate some of the techniques he will be discussing.
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KEITH HENDERSON has published six
novels with DC Books, political essays
from when he was Quebec correspondent
for the Financial Post, as
well as a prize-winning
book of short stories.
He led the Equality Party
during the separatist
referendum of 1995,
taught Canadian litera-

ture at Vanier College for many years, has
sat on numerous boards in Anglo-Quebec
including ELAN and the AELAQ and is currently President of The
Special Committee for
Canadian Unity.
He is completing a critical autobiography with
special focus on the
works of Edith Wharton.

Keith Henderson

qeb=erjfifqv=lc=qorb=p`fbk`b=L=
rclë
Tuesday, March 8, 2022, 7:30 PM
online
The Pentagon is currently engaged in investigations of UFO images taken
by US Navy personnel. Such images have become regular occurrences
in recent years and have led to increasing interest in the phenomena. Beings of remarkable intelligence and technical capacity may well be studying us. What are the scientific implications of such visits? And why have
they been so consistently dismissed and debunked?
This session on The Humility of True Science will attempt to offer answers
to some troubling questions: Is it feasible for UFOs to travel faster than the
speed of light? How do extraterrestrial beings call into question our understanding of evolution? Why do most alien sightings seem to feature
child-sized bi-pedal creatures with slanty eyes? If aliens have arrived, why
haven't they formally announced themselves? Many believe real science
is consensus and that science currently tells us there's no such thing as
alien visitations and no room for mystification and discussion. The speaker
will question that wisdom and offer a vision of science based on dispute
and a willingness to wrestle with perplexity.
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HOUMAN BEHZADI is Head of the Marvin
Duchow Music Library, McGill University.
He holds a Master of Music in Violin Solo
Performance and Literature (Western
University) and a Master
of Library and Information Studies (McGill University).
Prior to assuming his
current role, he was the
Music Collection Development Librarian at the
University of Toronto Libraries where he developed and managed
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Canada’s largest academic music collection for five years.
An advocate for the exchange of knowledge
between information organizations and
communities of practice,
he has participated in
numerous local, national
and international music
library associations and
has recently completed
his term as President of
the Canadian Association
of Music Libraries,
Archives and Documentation Centres (CAML).

Professor Houman Behzadi

qeb=bslisfkd=olib==
lc=^`^abjf`=jrpf`=if_o^ofbp==
fk=qeb=ONpq=`bkqrov=
Tuesday, March 22, 2022, 7:30 PM
online
This session will provide an overview of some of the traditional and emerging trends in academic music libraries. The increasing interdisciplinarity
of music studies, coupled with the growing interest in the music of nonEuropean cultures has put new demands on music library collections, reference and instructional services.
While music libraries have greatly benefitted from technological advances,
the persisting need for both the physical and digital media provides significant challenges for these highly specialized organizations, many of
which struggle with dwindling human and financial resources.
The speaker will draw examples from the services provided at the Marvin
Duchow Music Library and will highlight some of the obstacles that
threaten their optimal growth.
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HONOURING THE MEMORY OF THE LATE SHARON BROWMAN
Sharon Browman was the Program Director of the St. James Literary Society for the past 12 years. During that time, she was responsible for seeking and attracting guest speakers of the
highest calibre… guaranteeing that those people in attendance
were amply rewarded. She will be remembered for her welcoming smile and pleasant disposition always looking for ways to
make visitors feel a part of the group.
Mrs. Browman obtained her M.Ed. degree from McGill University
and went on to make a successful career of educating young
people both in the classroom and at home, teaching piano, eventually becoming an Educational Consultant at the then PSBGM.
As a wife, Mrs. Browman was a devoted, loving and caring companion and an excellent homemaker. As a mother, she was the
perfect role model for the children: hard working, independent
and a serious proponent of higher education, which she taught
by example: teaching all day and attending university at night.
As a grandmother, Sharon did her utmost to befriend the two
boys and introduce them to the arts.
She was a kind and compassionate lady, always finding the positive qualities in the people she met.
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Memorial lecture
MONIQUE POLAK is the award-winning
author of 29 books for young adults. She
has been teaching English literature and
humanities at Marianopolis College for
more than 30 years. She
is also an active freelance journalist whose
work often appears in
the Montreal Gazette.
Her novel What World is

Left won the 2009 Quebec Writers’ Federation Prize for Children’s and Young Adults
Literature. Ms Polak is a columnist for ICIRadio Canada’s Plus on est de fous, plus
on lit ! Monique is held
in high esteem by our
members, this being her
third appearance at the
St. James Literary Society in the last five years.

Monique Polak

m^vfkd=qof_rqb=ql=qeb=i^qb=
pe^olk=_oltj^k=
Tuesday, April 5, 2022, 7:30 PM
Faculty Club, McGill University
3450 McTavish
Montreal-based author Monique Polak credits her grade five teacher,
Sharon Browman, for helping her to become a writer. In her talk, Monique
will share the lessons she learned from “My Mrs. Browman”. She will also
speak about her 2019 novel for young adults, Room for One More, a work
of historical fiction dedicated to Sharon Browman, which was inspired by
a chance meeting at the St. James Literary Society.
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Me WORSOFF obtained a Bachelor of Science degree from McGill University in
1964 (Scarlet Key), a Bachelor of Arts
from Sir George Williams in 1966 and a
Bachelor of Civil Law from McGill in 1967.
He was called to the Bar
in 1968 and has litigated
civil and commercial
cases before the courts
and tribunals of Quebec
for the past 53 years.
As a volunteer he served
on the Board of Direc-

tors of the Canadian Red Cross Society in
the 1980s and was their national counsel
from 1982 to 1986. Me Worsoff was President of the Montreal branch and VicePresident of the Quebec Division. He was
awarded the Order of
the Red Cross for his
contribution.
He has been practising
law with the firm of
Campbell Cohen for the
past number of years.

Me Michael Worsoff

qeb=i^t=fp=^k=^ppG=
Tuesday, April 19, 2022, 7:30 PM
online
Me Worsoff will discuss a number of cases that have been brought before
the courts by outlining the facts briefly, presenting the arguments raised
by the plaintiff and defendant respectively, and, following an interactive
discussion, reveal the outcome.

*This expression is attributable to Charles Dickens
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For details and updates on all our events, visit us at:
www.stjamesliterarysociety.com

Sponsor

YOUR OWN
MEMORIAL LECTURE
For details phone

514 484 0146
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The McGill University Department of Family Medicine
and the St. James Literary Society
are pleased to present

the Dr. Hirsh Rosenfeld
Annual Distinguished Lecture
in Family Medicine

Dr. Rhian M. Touyz

efde=_illa=mobpprob=fp=^=hfiiboW=
Why you should know your numbers
Tuesday, May 3, 2022, 7:30 PM
St. MaryÊs Hospital Centre – Auditorium
3830 Lacombe Ave

Of interest to the general public as well as to health-care professionals, this Distinguished
Lecture Series in Family Medicine was inaugurated in 1990 and was made possible by
an endowment by the late Dr. Hirsh Rosenfeld, a Montreal family physician. He was a
staunch supporter of a number of educational activities and this lecture series is another
example of his generosity.
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Dr. Touyz is recognized internationally as
an authority in vascular biology and hypertension, a prolific clinician-scientist,
generous and inspiring
mentor and collegial
leader. She has recently
been appointed to lead
the McGill University
Health Centre’s Research Centre.
Dr. Touyz co-chaired the
Recommendations Task
Force of the Canadian
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Hypertension Education Program (CHEP),
responsible for clinical hypertension
guidelines, she is the President of the International Society of
Hypertension and she is
the past President of the
Canadian Hypertension
Society. She is the immediate past Chair of
the High Blood Pressure
Research Council of the
American Heart Association.

Did you know that high blood pressure (also called hypertension) is the
major cause of heart disease, stroke and dementia and that it is a major
killer in Canada and worldwide?
More than 30% of Canadian adults have high blood pressure. Despite
many types of drugs to treat hypertension, most patients do not achieve
good blood pressure control, putting them at high risk of premature death.
In this lecture, Dr Touyz, an international expert in the field, will discuss
the conundrums about hypertension and what you can do to ensure good
blood pressure control to protect against cardiovascular disease.

Free admission
Open for the general public
Space is limited
Reservations are required
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Best Wishes
for Another
Successful Season
Samuel Browman
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1 Westmount Square
Westmount, Québec, H3Z 2P9
tavernesurlesquare@bellnet.ca

(514) 989-9779
(514) 989-9967
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In Memory of

SARON BROWMAN
1933 - 2019

She learned and
shared her knowledge
liberally
and graciously.
“A kind and gentle lady”

By her friends
at the St. James Literary Society

